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District Councillor Community Grants 

I have made my District Councillor Community Grants based on need around the Covid pandemic. 
Firstly of £200 to the Foodbank in Blackfield last year and earlier this year of two awards of £200 and 
£900 respectively to the Hythe Primary School and Waterside Primary School, to assist with devices 
for children who remained unable to access home-learning during the pandemic.  

Particularly over the last year, councillors have received many requests to provide financial help and it 
is always very difficult to choose between so many deserving causes. District councillors are very 
grateful to be in receipt of such funding, to help where we can, residents in need in our community.  

It was my feeling that not only locally disadvantaged children, but their families in turn, and our local 
school staff would be helped through these particular grants. Indeed, this feeling was shared by all 
district councillors serving Hythe & Dibden Parish who have each donated differing amounts to our 
schools across the parish this month.  

A Vision for The Waterside 

I attended the online ‘Waterside Conference’, presented by a now well-established working group of 
local councils, partnership organisations and private companies, working together to secure 
investment from central government for the development of infrastructure along the Waterside to 
support the large number of developments currently taking shape, or which are in their planning 
stages.  

The aim of the conference was to present a new document, which the group has produced, and which 
seeks to assist in leveraging this funding, called ‘A Vision for The Waterside’. The conference also 
provided an update on the group’s progress given the significant developments already in motion, 
from the likes of Fawley Waterside and Exxon Mobil’s new processing plant, to further plans in the 
pipeline from ABP and at Marchwood Military Port.  This will directly affect the well being of Hythe & 
Dibden for generations to come.

Task & Finish Groups

I have served on two specific Task & Finish Groups on the District Council in the last year.

The Electoral Review T&F Group reported to Full Council and our recommendations were sent to 
Electoral Commission. As you will be aware their proposal suggests that the Hardley patch now falls 
within a new DC warding arrangement for North Holbury/Hardley. This has been accepted by the 
Commission and new warding arrangements for 3 x 2 Member wards across Hythe & Dibden come 
into effect for the 2023 District Council elections with a reduced membership of 48 Councillors making 
up that Authority. 

I also served on the T&F Group looking at privatisation of the Districts five leisure centres including 
Applemore and fought very hard to retain them in house. Unfortunately, that battle was lost and the 
management of the centres moves into a private company Freedom Leisure in the next year. 

Case work

I have undertaken plenty of individual casework this year including road and verge damage by heavy 
lorries; pursuing financial grants towards funeral expenses, noise pollution, (un) neighbourly disputes, 
fence lines and the breaking of building regulations by companies. 

I look forward to what a more normal year might bring!

Cllr Mark Clark


